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 Dr. Lionel Barton, poultry nutritionist 
and emeritus faculty for the poultry 
science department, was inducted into 
the Arkansas Agriculture Hall of Fame on 
March 9, 2012.  He was one of five chosen 
for the honor.
 The following was written about Dr. 
Barton for the twenty-fourth induction 
luncheon:
 Throughout his career and following 
retirement, Dr. Lionel Barton has worked 
unceasingly to improve the lives of 
poultry farmers and address the needs 
of the poultry industry in Arkansas.  He 
has a special ability to relate his scientific 
knowledge into lay terms that producers 
can understand and apply to their 
operations. His valuable guidance and 
expertise played a critical role in developing 
the poultry industry into the largest sector 
of Arkansas’ agricultural economy.
During a career which spanned 28 years 
as a Cooperative Extension Service 
Poultry Specialist, Barton developed and 
implemented a comprehensive poultry 
education program ranging from 4-H 
to international assistance.  He worked 
with integrated poultry companies and 
producers to improve performance in areas 
of nutrition, management, housing and 
disease control. Barton was instrumental in 
developing and implementing plans for the 
Center of Excellence for Poultry Science at 
the University of Arkansas. Additionally, 
he served as project leader for a significant 
grant from the Arkansas Energy Office 
for development and operation of the 
Extension Broiler Energy Verification 
unit, where research is conducted in four 
commercial-scale broiler houses.  He took a 
leading role in developing feed formulation 
using micro-computers and used linear 
programming in developing poultry, beef, 
swine and dairy rations.
 Barton has remained active following 
retirement as an emeritus professor in 
the Center of Excellence and served as 
the first president of the UofA’s Poultry 
Science Alumni Association.  Known 
internationally for his expertise, in 1984 
Barton conducted poultry seminars in 
China.  For 13 years he conducted the 
National Collegiate Poultry Judging 
Contest hosted by the University of 
Arkansas and continues to remain involved 
in student recruitment through 4-H 
poultry judging and barbecue contests.
Barton’s career came at a time when 
academic scientists were increasingly 
required to interact with stakeholders as 
the industry experienced significant growth 
in the 1970s and ‘80s. His efforts continue 
to strengthen programs at the University 
of Arkansas, making it one of the premier 
poultry science programs in the nation.
Barton inducted into Arkansas Agriculture Hall of Fame
Dr. Lionel Barton
McCreery ABRF Manager
We are happy to welcome the new 
manager at the Arkansas Broiler Re-
search Farm, David McCreery. David 
comes from Simmons Foods where he 
was a service technician. Prior to that 
he worked in a processing plant, in live 
production and was an Ag teacher in 
Fallbrook, California.
Poultry Science was excited to participate in 
Farm Friends Day April 26 and was represented 
by department members, extension members 
and students. About 2,500 school children 
visited Whitaker Arena and got to interact with 
farm animals, some for the very first time. The 
chicks are always a big hit with the kids! 
 Former Sec-
retary of State 
Madeleine K. 
Albright, President 
of the Harry S. 
Truman Scholarship 
Foundation, an-
nounced the names 
of 54 exceptional 
college juniors from 
48 U.S. colleges and 
universities who were selected as 2012 Tru-
man Scholars.
 One of the 54 new Truman Scholars 
selected from among 587 candidates nomi-
nated by 292 colleges and universities was 
Mike Norton, a junior majoring in poultry 
science. He was chosen by 16 indepen-
dent selection panels on the basis of his 
academic and leadership accomplishments 
and his likelihood of becoming a public 
service leader. Selection panels included 
distinguished leaders, university presidents, 
elected officials, federal judges, prominent 
public servants and past Truman Scholarship 
winners.  
 Each new Truman Scholar receives up to 
$30,000 for graduate study. Scholars also 
receive priority admission and supplemen-
tal financial aid at some premier graduate 
institutions, leadership training, career and 
graduate school counseling and special 
internship opportunities within the federal 
government. Recipients must be U.S. citi-
zens, have outstanding leadership potential 
and communication skills, be in the top 
quarter of their class and be committed to 
careers in government or the non-profit sec-
tor.
  The Truman Scholarship Foundation was 
established by Congress in 1975 as the fed-
eral memorial to our thirty-third President. 
The Foundation awards scholarships for 
college students to attend graduate school 
in preparation for careers in government or 
elsewhere in public service. The activities of 
the Foundation are supported by a special 
trust fund in the U.S. Treasury.
  There have been 2,844 Truman Scholars 
selected since the first awards were made 
in 1977. The 2012 Truman Scholars will 
assemble May 22 for a leadership develop-
ment program at William Jewell College in 
Liberty, Missouri, and receive their awards 
in a special ceremony at the Truman Library 
in Independence, Missouri, on May 27, 
2012.
Partners is published for faculty, staff, 
students, alumni and friends of the Center 
of Excellence for Poultry Science (CEPS), the 
University of Arkansas system’s Division of 
Agriculture and the Dale Bumpers College 
of Agricultural, Food and Life Sciences, 
UA-Fayetteville.
  
Please address all correspondence to: 
Sara Landis, Department of Poultry Science, 
POSC 0-212, University of Arkansas, 
Fayetteville, AR 72701.  
Phone (479) 575-3192 and  
Fax (479) 575-8775. Visit us on the web: 
poultryscience.uark.edu.
CEPS DIRECTOR:  
Dr. Michael Kidd (mkidd@uark.edu) 
PARTNERS EDITOR:  
Sara Landis (slandis@uark.edu). 
Graphic Designer: Sara Landis
Calendar of Events
June 15-16
53rd Annual Poultry Festival
Rogers, AR
June 26-29
Poultry Science Youth Conference
University of Arkansas
July 9-12
Poultry Science Association 
Annual Meeting
The Georgia Center, Athens, GA
July 17-18
Ag Teacher In-Service Training
University of Arkansas
August 9
2nd Annual Symposium: 
Advances & Issues in Food Animal 
Wellbeing
University of Arkansas
TUCKER, GA - The USPOULTRY 
Foundation recently awarded a $19,043 
student recruiting grant to the University of 
Arkansas’ Poultry Science Department. Wes 
Morris, Group Vice President of Retail Poul-
try and Prepared Foods for Tyson Foods and 
USPOULTRY board member, presented the 
check to Dr. Michael Kidd, Director of the 
Center of Excellence for Poultry Science.
 “More students are going to college in 
the U.S. than ever before. The only prob-
lem is that the majority of students choose 
majors outside the science, technology, engi-
neering and math (STEM) fields, and those 
majors typically have lower economic po-
tential and do not drive the U.S. economy. 
Many other degrees outside of STEM are 
oversold to students, saturating those career 
fields to the point of limiting job availability 
and potential career growth,” commented 
Kidd.
 Most students don’t understand the 
career potential of STEM fields, much less 
the poultry industry, explains Kidd, who 
emphasizes that funds from the USPOUL-
TRY Foundation are vital in the university’s 
outreach to K-12 youth and community 
college students. Kidd continued, “These 
funds give us the means to develop forums 
to attract and explain the vast and lucrative 
career possibilities that a poultry science ma-
jor can provide.  Moreover, it’s a testament 
that the U.S. poultry industry wants to help 
us recruit today’s youth, contribute to their 
education and develop future leaders in 
these careers. The funds from the USPOUL-
TRY Foundation allow us to tell our story to 
youth.”
 The USPOULTRY Foundation pro-
vides annual recruiting funds to colleges 
and universities to attract students to their 
poultry programs.
Junior Katie McGehee




to University of Arkansas
Mike Norton
Franco Mussini, student of Dr. Park Waldroup, was 
presented a certificate of achievement from the In-
ternational Poultry Scientific Forum in Atlanta, GA 
in recognition for an outstanding student research 
presentation at the annual meeting of the Southern 
Poultry Science Society.
Dr. John Marcy taught Baking Arts Fundamentals for Food Technologists, part of a three-course Culinary 
Arts for Food Technologists series, March 26-30 at Nibbles in Fayetteville, AR. The companies participating 
in the class were Wendy’s Intl., H.J. Heinz, The Neil Jones Company, Puratos Corp., PepsiCo/Frito Lay, Land 
O’Frost, Amazing Taste Foods, Inc., Chick-fil-A, Inc., and Wynn Starr Flavors.
FAYETTEVILLE,  Ark. - The University 
of Arkansas Poultry Science Club and the 
club president swept first place honors in 
competitions at the 2012 International 
Poultry Expo and International Feed Expo 
Jan. 24-26 at the Georgia World Congress 
Center in Atlanta.
 Terik Jones, a senior from Green Forest, 
was named Student of the Year. He received 
a plaque and the $1,000 Frank Perdue 
Scholarship.
 About 300 students and student clubs 
from 25 universities also competed in the 
categories of Scrapbook of the Year and 
Club of the Year, based on a 1,000-word 
essay describing the club activities. The 
Arkansas Club won both categories.
 The Expo includes a College Student 
Career Program, in which seniors and 
graduate students interviewed with po-
tential employers and underclass students 
interviewed for internships. In addition to 
interviews, students had the opportunity to 
learn about the many career opportunities 
in the poultry industry and allied industries 
around the world.
 The U.S. Poultry and Egg Association 
has sponsored the College Student Career 
Program for more than 30 years.
 Department Head Mike Kidd said, 
“Our poultry science majors are always 
excited to travel to Atlanta and attend the 
International Poultry Exposition, but this 
year the anticipation was especially high 
because the club worked hard all year to pre-
pare for competition. Their efforts paid off 
and I can’t be prouder of our undergraduate 
club, and especially Terik who was awarded 
the Frank Perdue Scholarship for Student 
of the Year. These honors are a testament to 
Terik’s leadership, and the club’s dedication 
and hard work.”
Members of the 2011-2012 Poultry Science Club with 
the Club of the Year 1st place award
Poultry Science Club Sweeps 2012 IPE College Student  Career Program Awards
Keith Bramwell, left, presents Bree-Anne Lanthrip 
with The American Standard of Perfection and a 
ribbon for winning Reserve Grand Champion in 
the Junior Show at the Spring Poultry Show May 
5 in Little Rock.  Elizabeth Mosley won Grand 
Champion in the Junior Show and Reserve Grand 
Champion in the Open Show.
Graduation was Saturday, May 12, 2012. 
Pictured with Dr. Mike Kidd is Hanna Arambel.
Pictured are left Mike Howard, center Dr. Mike Kidd 
and right Terik Jones.
SPRINGDALE, AR – Forty teams netted 
over $20,000 for scholarships during the 
12th Annual University of Arkansas Poultry 
Science Scholarship Golf Tournament April 
24 at the Springdale Country Club.
 The major sponsor for the tournament 
was Cobb-Vantress, Inc. which provided 
funding for a flight sponsorship.  George’s, 
Inc. provided all the chicken for lunch, Ar-
kansas Farm Bureau donated balls, tees and 
towels for each participant, InTents donated 
the use of two hospitality tents to use on the 
golf course and Southwestern Sales provided 
donuts.
 Hole sponsors this year were Ajinomoto 
Heartland, LLC, Aviagen, Bayer Animal 
Health, ChickMaster, Evonik Industries, 
F.P.E.C., Hubbard, Huvepharma, Jamesway 
Incubator Company, Inc., and Novus Inter-
national.
 AB Vista was a Bunker sponsor.
 Since the poultry tournament started 12 
years ago, over $200,000 has been raised 
through this event for scholarships in the 
department.
University of Arkansas poultry science department nets over $20,000 for scholarships 
with 12th annual golf tournament
The poultry science department Emeritus team: Grover Harris, David Andrews, Tal Nelson and Lionel Barton
Clockwise, top left: Cobb-Vantress team members Scott Martin, Ken Semon 
and Neil Sidden; the afternoon flight taking off; students, left, Taylor Bates 
and, right, Jacob Harriman, worked the putting contest.
Thank you hole sponsors!
Operation: Military Kids!
Operation: Military Kids is the U.S. Army’s collab-
orative effort with communities to support children 
and youth impacted by deployment. 4-H plays a 
part by connecting the kids to 4-H programs in 
their hometowns. The Poultry Science Department 
was honored on May 5 to give them a tour of the 
building, walk them through Peeps (Poultry Educa-
tion Program) and answer a lot of great questions 
about the poultry industry and 4-H projects. Valerie 
Brewer taught the Peeps program, Dr. Dustin Clark 
provided a tour of the building and information on 
what a poultry science degree  offers. After dinner, 
Dr. John Marcy made crepes for dessert.
Poultry Science Club wins 
Reach Teach Learn Project
with PEEP Program
SPRINGDALE, AR – The poultry science 
club was recently awarded a $3,000 grant 
to expand and improve their community 
service project, PEEP (Poultry Education 
Program), which they entered in the youth 
education category. The Reach Teach Learn 
Project — sponsored by Pfizer Animal 
Health Global Poultry — helps aspiring 
poultry industry enthusiasts understand 
more concretely what it takes to produce 
safe, credible food for consumers, with the 
aim of fostering good will between those in 
the industry and the general public.
 The goal of PEEP is to educate students 
who are two to three generations removed 
from a farm about the poultry industry 
and where their food comes from. Students 
are led through a series of displays and are 
assisted in various activities such as iden-
tifying feed ingredients, classifying eggs 
according to their size and candling eggs for 
quality.
 The program curriculum was developed 
by graduate student Valerie Brewer.  
 The Reach Teach Learn project has 
evolved to an online grant process where 
students with poultry interests submit 
online proposals for activities they could 
perform that promote positive agriculture 
messages. In each of three categories — 
youth education, community involvement 
and food availability — a combination of a 
voting process and judges’ critique selected 
the University of Arkansas Poultry Science 
Club as the winner.
Hanna Arambel leads a group of fifth graders at 
Willis Shaw Elementary in Springdale through the 
PEEP program.
The Korean Study Group for US Broiler Industry were recently hosted by 
the University of Arkansas to learn about poultry production and tour 
poultry companies and facilities.  This was a cooperative effort with OSU 
Extension and UA Extension. Dr. Joshua Payne (representing OSU), Dr. 
Susan Watkins and Dr. Dustan Clark (representing UA) are pictured in the 
photo.
 Dr. Susan Watkins conducting a Water/Lighting Workshop at Moroni Feed Company in Utah
FACULTY NOTABLES 
 Walter Bottje will be giving an invited 
talk for the Cell Biology Symposium at the 
American Society of Animal Science Meeting 
in Phoenix, AZ (July 15-19).  Dr. Byung- Whi 
Kong is a coauthor of the abstract: Global 
gene expression in the phenotypic expression 
of feed efficiency. Feed efficiency:  From 
mitochondrial function to gene expression.
 Gisela Erf co-authored the following: Shi, 
F. and G. F. Erf. 2011. IFN-gamma, IL-21 and 
IL-10 co-expression in evolving autoimmune 
vitiligo lesions of Smyth line chickens. J. 
Invest. Dermatol. 24. Nov, doi:10.1038/
jid2011.377.
 Susan Watkins was an invited speaker 
for the North American Gamebird Association 
in Reno, NV, Feb. 7-8, 2012; and an invited 
speaker for the Arkansas Veterinary Medical 
Association, Feb. 3, 2012.
 Watkins also gave two presentations 
at the 2012 International Poultry Scientific 
Forum and spoke March 6, 2012 at the 
MacFarland Pheasant Conference.
Her recent publications include: 
  Watkins, Susan, Energy efficient lighting 
for the broiler industry:  lessons learned, 2011 
Delmarva Poultry Conference, Sept. 28, Ocean 
City, MD.
  Watkins, Susan, Water quality: continuing 
the education, 2011 Delmarva Poultry 
Conference, Sept. 28, Ocean City, MD.
  Watkins, Susan, Water line cleaning: 
overrated or underappreciated?  22 Brazilian 
Poultry Congress, Oct. 26, Sao Paulo, Brazil.
  Watkins, Susan, Water quality, Cobb 
Caribe Technical School, Nov. 2, Punta Cana, 
Dominican Republic.
  Watkins, Susan, Lessons learned about 
poultry lighting, 2011 Arkansas Conservation 
District Annual Meeting, Dec. 7, North Little 
Rock, AR.
  Watkins also published the article: 
Watkins, Susan and Susan Sullivan, 2011.  
Shine a little light. World Poultry, No. 8 vol. 27.
 John Marcy organized and held HACCP 
Roundtables July 14, 2011, Oct. 20, 2011 and 
Jan. 19, 2012.
  He has given the following invited 
presentations:  Campylobacter numbers 
from the processing lines.  Joint Food 
Safety symposium for the Poultry Science 
Association and the American Association of 
Avian Pathologists.  St. Louis, MO. July, 2011; 
Salmonella Research Findings and Needs 
– National Turkey Federation Salmonella 
Summit in Washington, DC.  Sept., 2011; 
Hazards of reduced oxygen packaging at the 
International Association for Food Protection 
conference on reduced oxygen packaging.  
Las Vegas, NV Sept., 2011; Regulating 
Salmonella out of Poultry.  Asociación de 
Profesonales Promotores de Ciencias Aviarias. 
San Jose, Costa Rica, Oct., 2011.  Sigma Xi 
Science Café Fayetteville, AR  -  Food Safety/
Food Security panel with Scott Stillwell of 
Tyson Foods and Dr. Chris Bratcher of USDA 
Food Safety and Inspection Service. Feb., 
2012.
  Marcy also conducted the following 
workshops: The Poultry Federation/UA 
Arkansas Poultry Processors Workshop, 
Oct., 2011; Tyson Culinary Arts Flavors of 
the World Workshop Aug., 2011;  Research 
Chefs Association Advanced Culinary Arts 
for Food Technologists Sept., 2011; HACCP 
and GMPs Workshop – The Ohio State 
University, Columbus, Ohio.  Oct., 2011; 
Essentials of Food Safety Workshop.  Food 
Manager Certification for Arkansas Parks and 
Tourism.  DeGray Lake State Park.  Nov., 2011; 
HACCP Workshop for Cargill Springdale.  Jan., 
2012;  Internal Auditing Workshop and Food 
Defense Workshop Jan., 2012; and a HACCP 
Roundtable April, 2012.
  Marcy was appointed to the Program 
Advisory Committee for NWACC Hospitality 
Program and was appointed Chair-elect for 




 Franco Mussini ‘A nutritional approach 
to the use of anti-coccidial vaccines in 
broilers: Glutamine utilization in critical 
stages of immunity acquisition’ F. Mussini, S. 
Goodgame, C. Lu, D. Bradley, S. Fiscus, P. W. 
Waldroup
 Zach Callaway, student of Yanbin Li, 
received Doctoral Academy Fellowship for his 
Ph.D. program in biological engineering.
PARTNERS welcomes submissions from 
alumni for an Alumni News column, 
which will appear twice a year in this 
newsletter. Please send your news (job 
changes, address changes, marriages, 
births, etc.), to slandis@uark.edu.
 Ujvala Deepthi Gadde, student of David 
Chapman, won first place in the From Abstract to 
Contract: Graduate Student Research Competition 
of the University of Arkansas. Her award was in 
the agriculture section. Pictured are left to right: 
Chancellor G. David Gearhart, Gadde, Governor 
Mike Beebe and Sharon Gaber, provost and vice 
chancellor for academic affairs.
 Jacob Lum, Ph.D. student of Yanbin Li in cell and 
molecular biology, won 2nd place in the category 
of cell and molecular biology. His poster title is “In-
vitro selection of aptamers against avian influenza 
virus subtype H7.”
 Luke Brockman, MS in biomedical engineering, 
student of Yanbin Li, 2nd place in the category of 
nanotechnology. His poster title is “Nanowire and 
aptamer based QCM biosensor for rapid detection 
of avian influenza virus.”
Freshman Ruben Kriseldi (far right) enjoyed lunch 
with UA Basketball Coach Mike Anderson because 
he earned so many RazorReward points for attend-
ing different sporting events.  This was the first year 
that the athletic department used RazorRewards. 
Kriseldi and two other students had over 50 points 
and therefore won the lunch.
The University of Arkansas poultry judging team 
competed in the 65th Annual U.S. Poultry & Egg 
Association National Poultry Judging Contest April 
1-3 at Louisiana State University.  Pictured are, left 
to right, Valerie Brewer, Coach, Jacob Harriman, 
Michael Schlumbohm, Glen Walker, Ethan Holt and 
Dennis Mason, Coach. The results were: Production: 
Michael Schlumbohm, 4th place individual; Breed 
Selection: 4th place team; Market Products: Glen 
Walker, 3rd place individual, 3rd place team; Over-
all: Michael Schlumbohm, 10th place individual, 
4th place team.
Join the Poultry Science 
Alumni Organization today! 
For more information, contact Gary Davis, 
479-575-7526 or gddavis@uark.edu.
